
Notes from Leadership 
Dear Pine Island Families, 

We had our first meeting of the year in September and the turnout was so encouraging!  We had many new faces and hope 
to continue to hear from them and see new faces throughout the school year.  Being a part of our team does NOT mean you 
have to make it to every meeting—we have many little things that could be done even from the comfort of your home. 

 Know a thing or 2 about designing a website or Twitter?  We’d LOVE your expertise and it can be done on YOUR 
time :)  

 Not able to Chair an event but would help with planning it?  You don’t need to come to all meetings to do so!  Just let 
us know what committees you’d be interested (LISTED LATER IN THIS NEWSLETTER) and we’ll have the Chair connect 
for you to learn more!   

 Design signs, pick up a few items in Rochester, gather to organize items, set up or help at an event.  It all goes A SUPER 
LONG WAY! 

We thank you for all your support: past—present—and future and look forward to seeing you in the coming school year.  Our 
president, Terrilynn Twaddle often says, “Many hands make light work”.  How true that is!  There are a ton of exciting 
things in the works for our school year.  Keep reading to check it out! 

 

PTO Leadership 

Terrilynn Twaddle—President | Faith Omberg—Vice President | Wendy Morrison—Treasurer | Marissa Anderson—Secretary 

PLAYGROUND UPDATE! 
As you all likely heard, the kids worked 
EXTREMELY hard at Run for Recess 
last spring.  And, they WILL BE RE-
WARDED!   

It was our hope to have everything 
installed by the start of the school year, 
but with different construction projects 
at both schools, that made summer 
installation impossible. 

Grades 5 & 6 will be getting a Gaga Pit 
installed at the MS/HS.  This same 
equipment was installed with previous-
ly raised funds last year at the PreK-4 
building and has been a hit!!  We have 
purchased a larger size pit to accommo-
date our growing kids for the MS 
grades.  Installation plans are in pro-
cess, but keep an eye out on our social 
media pages to see the final product 
soon!  

Gaga Pit 
 

At the end of the 2016-17 school year we 
had the kids in the elementary building vote 
on some equipment for their playground.  
We have the winner and a little more com-
ing their way!  Again, delayed due to con-
struction—plans are in process.  

We are so excited to be able to announce 
when all is installed at both schools in the 
next few weeks/month.   

STAY TUNED! 
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JOIN US! This year’s carnival will kick off 
our week of Fall Break on Saturday, Octo-
ber 14th.  Come on out to the Elementary 
School anytime from 4-7 p.m.  

 Several games and prizes for the kids 
are sure to have some smiles for the 
entire family. 

 No need to think of supper on Satur-
day night because we have you cov-
ered there also :)   

A wristband at the door gives you access to 
all the fun.   

0-2—Free | PreK—$5 | K and up—$10 

Family Maximum—$30 

There will be snack, sno cones, beverages 
and meal options available.  Walking 
tacos, hot dogs, pizza, etc!  Food sold sepa-
rate from wristband.   

Volunteers Needed:  This is one event 
that takes a ton of help!  We average 2 
volunteers per game and could use all 
the community support that is willing.   

 MIDDLE SCHOOLERS OR 
HIGH SCHOOLERS—need 
volunteer hours?  This is a fun 
way to get them.  

 We have the time slots split in 
half, so any parent can help out 
for 1/2 of it, and enjoy the other 
part with their kids as a guest.  :) 

 To sign up to volunteer: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090c4aaca62ba7fc1-fall  

 

We thank you in advance for your 
support!  See you there! 

 February 15—Parent Apprecia-
tion Night Out 

 March 16th—Family Movie 
Night 

 March 23rd—MOCK ROCK! 

 April—5th and 6th grade Event 
(date TBD) 

 Family Dance—TBD 

Take a look and save the dates! 

 October 14:  Carnival 

 October 23-November 17: Save 
for School Contest 

 October 28th—Trunk or Treat 

 November 17th—Family Movie 
Night  

 January 12th—Family Movie Night 

 

Our monthly meetings are the 2nd 
Tuesday of every month in the Fo-
rum room of the MS/HS.  6:30 p.m.  
New faces ALWAYS welcome! 
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FALL CARNIVAL—just around the corner! 

START SAVING FOR SCHOOL 

Pine Island PTO 

Our first Save For School contest is 
scheduled to begin on October 23rd 
and runs through November 17th.   

Start collecting those items from your 
pantry, friends and family! 

 Milk Moola 

 Box Tops 

 Loaves for Learning 

 IT ALL COUNTS! 

Keep an eye out for the details soon. 

PANTHER WEAR! 
Look for us at upcoming sporting 
events and other school related venues 
for Panther Wear sales.  We will also 
have an online order published prior to 
the holiday season, with arrival to be in 
time for those favorite gifts!   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 



We have several different committees 
that could use some more hands.  If 
you think you might be interested in 
learning more, email us 
pipto@pineisland.k12.mn.us 
 

1. Carnival 

2. Color Run 

3. Communications Team 

4. Cookbooks 

5. Father/Daughter 

6. Homecoming Parade 

7. Teacher and Staff Appreciation 

8. Mock Rock 

9. Movie Nights 

10. Parent Appreciation 

11. Panther Wear 

12. Save for School 

13. Trunk or Treat 

14. 5th / 6th grade event 

 

PTO Committees 

“There is no ‘I’ in team, but we sure are glad there is ‘U’ in our Volunteers!” 
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Thank you to everyone for all your support—big and small.  

From attending our events, saying thank you, or helping out.  

It all makes a difference in the community we build  for the 

Pine Island School district.   

Our mission with Pine Island PTO is to make a difference in 

the education of all our students by building a welcoming 

community and helping support the needs of teachers, stu-

dents, and the facilities that enhance their learning, enhance 

our venues, and enhance all of our well-being.   

The support that the Panther Community has given us has 

been amazing—THANK YOU! 
Suppor ting Pine Island 
Schools, Pre-K to 12th 

grade and Staff 

pipto@pineisland.k12.mn.us 
Website: find us through the district’s 

home page (pineisland.k12.mn.us)!  We 
are located under the Families section 

Social Media: “LIKE” us on Facebook at 
Pine Island PTO or Follow us on Twitter 

@ PineIslandPTO 

We love our teacher partners! 

Elementary Liaisons:  

Amy Nielsen 

Jodi Giesen 

Liz Boehmke 

Middle School Liaisons: 

Krista Flaig 

Shannon Kelley 


